
Richard Allen Smerud
April 9, 1950 - March 8, 2026

"To live in hearts we leave behind, is not to die." ~ Thomas Campbell 
 

Richard Allen Smerud of Lubbock passed away on March 8, 2026, following a
lengthy illness. He was a giant who fought long and hard to the end. Now he
has gone on to live in peace with his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

Richard was born on April 9, 1950 in Bemidji, Minnesota, the fourth child in a
family that grew to eight. At age 5, he moved with his family to Reese Air
Force Base near Lubbock. The Smerud family settled in Lubbock when our
father's military service was over. 

 

Richard attended Lubbock High School until he joined the Navy, where he
served in Vietnam between 1968 and 1972. Following his service, he and his
young family settled back home in Lubbock. 

 

Post-military, he pursued a career in the Fire Protection business, under the
influence of his brother-in-law Lynn. Richard completed his 669
Apprenticeship Program through Penn State correspondence, then later
achieved his N.I.C.E.T. Engineering Technician Certification. From 1972 until
his retirement in 2015, he designed and installed sprinkler systems for local
providers; LaDew Fire Protection, Superior Sprinkler Systems, and Gailey Fire
Protection. 



Richard loved road trips, nature, and all animals-especially Dachshunds. He
adopted 3 from the Dusty Puddles rescue throughout the years. He was
definitely a foodie, his all-time favorite snack was sis Janie's homemade rolls,
with peanut butter. But what he loved most, was family. He had an abundance
of family to visit or care for him in his final years. 

 

Richard will be remembered as a friend to many, with broad 'Norse Viking'
shoulders anyone could lean on. No matter the challenge, he was a solid rock
for his family and friends; for sympathy, advice, help of any kind. And with so
many sisters, more often than not his help had to do with car repair. Actually,
he could fix pretty much anything-or at least try. 

 

And that's why he was loved by so many, because that was his way of
showing us, that he loved us too. 

 

Richard Smerud was predeceased by his wife Ruby 'Earlene' Smerud, his
mother Freda Bunch, his sister Carol Price, and his step-granddaughter
Chanda. 

 

He is survived by his children; Richard R. Smerud (Melissa) and Kenny
Smerud, and his step-children; Randy Christopher (Connie) and Sandie
Garcia. 

 

His grandchildren: Alexis-Lexie (Dalton), Amy (Stanley), Andy (Ashley),
Brittany, Chris (Shannon), Jarrett, Kristopher, Kely (Kiel), Kimberly-Ashton,
Kyle (Brittani), Lance, and Taylor. 

 

His great-grandchildren: Bailey, Carson, Huxley, Kambry, Kane, Kase, Kivey,
Kylin, Laila, Rendi, Tatum, Trevor, and Trey (Cheyenne). 

 



His sisters: Beverly, Mary (Paul), Janie, and Laurie 
 

His brothers: Jimmy and Johnny (Delura). 
 

Richard also leaves behind an abundance of nieces, nephews, and cousins. 
 

A memorial service to celebrate the life of Richard Smerud will be held on
Saturday March 14th at 2:00 pm, at the Sanders Memorial Chapel in Lubbock,
Pastor Allan Wallace officiating. The service will be broadcast simultaneously
on the Sanders Funeral Home website. 

 

The family suggests that in lieu of flowers, you may donate to the American
Kidney Fund on Richard Smerud's behalf.



Previous Events

Memorial Service

MAR 14. 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM (CT)

Sanders Memorial Chapel
1420 Main Street
Lubbock, TX 79401



Tribute Wall

SG

Sanders Funeral Home - March 14 at 09:42 AM

Sanders Funeral Home created a Webcast in memory of Richard
Allen Smerud

Sanders Funeral Home - March 13 at 04:25 PM

Sanders Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of
Richard Allen Smerud

Sandie Garcia - March 14 at 11:37 AM

Poppa, I want to thank you for being the best dad a girl could have. I
have so many amazing and fun memories with you. You teaching
me how to drive a standard and me giving us both a little bit of
whiplash lol. But most of all for always being there for every special
event. I thank you for loving me and my kids as your own and
teaching them what real love looks like, and how to be strong and
treat others with love and kindness. I thank God everyday for
helping you find my mom and making us a family. I love you Poppa
Rich forever and always my hero and my heart.
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March 14 at 11:17 AM

A grove of 3 <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Trees</a> was planted in honor of
Richard Allen Smerud.

Sanders Funeral Home - March 12 at 05:04 PM

74 files added to the album LifeTributes

Laurie - March 12 at 12:21 PM

Laurie planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Richard Allen
Smerud.

Laurie - March 12 at 12:21 PM

Laurie purchased the Enduring Grace for the
family of Richard Allen Smerud.

https://www.sandersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2987&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sandersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2987&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Sister janie - March 11 at 07:55 PM

Sister janie planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Richard Allen
Smerud.

Sister janie - March 11 at 07:55 PM

Sister janie purchased the Emerald Garden Bask
et for the family of Richard Allen Smerud.

March 11 at 03:14 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Richard Allen Smerud.

March 11 at 03:14 PM

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the
family of Richard Allen Smerud.

Beverly Brown - March 11 at 12:44 PM

Esther Mahanes,Emily Francis, Ethan nrown

https://www.sandersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sandersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sandersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sandersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4268&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sandersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4268&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

