
Thomas Francis McGovern
June 4, 1935 - March 21, 2022

Thomas Francis McGovern (June 4, 1935 - March 21, 2022) - a man called by
God - son of the late James and Rita McGovern, formerly of The Green,
Cashel, Tipperary. Predeceased by his sisters Carmel, Helen and Mary, will
always be remembered and never forgotten by his family in Ireland and the
UK - sisters Vera, Claire and Imelda. His brothers Jimmy, Albert and Martin.
His nephews, nieces, grandnephews, grandnieces and his extended family
and friends will always remember him fondly. 
As a young priest Tom was brought to West Texas by the Amarillo Diocese of
the Roman Catholic Church. He was the proud husband to Toni, father to
Lexie (and husband Miguel) and grandfather to Mariluna, Esperanza, and
Tomás. 
McGovern was a professor emeritus of psychiatry and director of the Center
for Ethics, Humanities and Spirituality at Texas Tech University Health
Sciences Center, where he spent more than 40 years of his career. No one
has gone through TTUHSC Center and Medical School without knowing and
being supported by Dr. McGovern. His relationships know no bounds. In the
cafeteria at the Health Science Center he spoke with everyone and was
spoken to by all. He held space for everyone equally, from custodial & food
preparers, to nurses, doctors, Directors, and Presidents. Sharmila Dissanaike
said of Dr. McGovern, "no one knew what his job description was. It didn't
matter, because his real job was being the beating heart of TTUHSC (&
beyond)." 



Dr. McGovern is the founding editor of the Alcoholism Treatment Quarterly
which he oversaw for the past 30 years. Current co-editors Susan Bergeson
and Regina Baronia said of Tom: "It was with God in his heart that he saw the
best in everyone. Over his many years in recovery, he championed the cause
of treatment and recovery for people with Alcohol and Substance Use
Disorders. He had a passion for helping people, especially the marginalized.
He made Regina and me better humans. He ultimately saved many lives and
will be celebrated and missed by many. We will carry on the work that he did
at ATQ, with your (researchers in addiction and recovery) continued
assistance." 
Many in our community recognize Tom's lilting Irish voice as the host of the
radio program, Faith Matters, which he hosted for the last four years on KTTZ-
FM 89.1. An exquisite interviewer who helped every guest (from the novice to
veteran) feel right at home and comfortable behind the microphone. 
Any memorial service that was held in this area over the last 40 years had a
strong chance that Tom would lead the proceedings with his gentle caring
demeanor. His daughter Lexie recalls that her daddy taught her the skill of
starting every event on time and ending early. He was a master MC and knew
how to conduct an agenda keeping an event moving along. 
Along with Christopher Smith, Tom was the Master of Ceremonies at A Celtic
Christmas and invariably he would interject a little Gaelic into the proceedings.
Tom had 47 years of active participation in the recovery community. He was
comfortable openly sharing his struggles and the gift that his recovery
provided him to give back to others who struggled. 
Tom was a huge sports guy. He played soccer well into his 50s and often
boasted of bringing soccer to West Texas. As a boy and young man, he
played Irish hurly. closely followed Texas Tech sports and the Dallas Cowboys.
He was often known to have lit a candle to bring Divine Intervention when "the
Boys" were struggling. 
McGovern made friends wherever he was. He felt an instantaneous
connection with anyone working along his path. He would ask their name,



where they were from, about their family, and take a genuine interest in their
life. He would follow up with them the next time he saw them. 
Tom had the ability to be with people at their weakest/darkest moments. He
loved them unconditionally and accepted whatever they were going through
fully. 
"Our dear Tom" will be missed by many people in diverse groups throughout
our community. 
May his gentle soul rest in peace. 
"In iothlann Dé, Go dtugtar sinn" 
Memorial Mass will be held at 2:00 p.m. Saturday, March 26, 2022 at Saint
John The Baptist Catholic Church with Monsignor David Cruz officiating.



Cemetery Details

Miller Crematory

202 Avenue Q
Lubbock, TX 79415

Previous Events

Memorial Mass

MAR 26. 2:00 PM (CT)

Saint John The Baptist Catholic Church
10805 Indiana Avenue
Lubbock, TX 79423
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Joan Melcher Blackmon - March 28, 2022 at 03:16 PM

I knew Father McGovern when he first arrived in Lubbock. He was a
blessing to my Mom, Dad and all of the kids. What a joy it was to
meet him again at TTUHSC. I was honored to have witnessed his
Saint Patrick's Day celebration at HSC. He met with me and my
brother when my brother was going thru a trying time. Will miss you.
Till we meet again.

Enrique & Mary Estrello - March 26, 2022 at 09:15 PM

Our sincere condolences to all of Tom’s family near and far. In 1974
@St Theresa’s Catholic Church he was the priest at our wedding.
Then again in 1979 he was there for us through our hard time.
Whenever we would run into Tom he always remembered our
names and how we met. He will be truly missed. Sending hugs to all
his family since we weren’t able to get through the crowd to give
them our condolences. Rest In Peace Tom!!

Monica O Connor - March 26, 2022 at 09:40 AM

I have lovely memories of Tommy he was such a pleasant man and
always made you feel so welcome and he never forgot his Cashel
roots. 
 
Monica O Connor
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March 25, 2022 at 09:11 AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Thomas Francis McGovern.

Susan Banks - March 24, 2022 at 11:28 PM

Father McGovern was beloved by our family for many years, at
least since the late 1960's. His warm and youthful smile always
brought joy to our hearts. My mother Elayne spoke of him fondly
through the years. He had a calming presence, and an uncanny
way of looking at others that made them feel recognized and
validated. We send blessings and prayers to his beloved family. -
from the family of Elayne Banks

March 24, 2022 at 10:47 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Thomas Francis McGovern.

https://www.sandersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sandersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sandersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sandersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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bob and judy schultz - March 24, 2022 at 06:33 AM

Tom is a true friend since the mid 70's. I think the thing that always
stood out to me was his ability for Loving all things and that included
himself. I have thought about Tom, George, and Dick, so many
times in reference to the department and putting TTUSM "on the
map." He will continue to lead in Peace. To Toni, Lexi and the
grandkids, Judy and i send our deepest condolences. .

Rebecca White - March 23, 2022 at 11:38 PM

He was in our family from way before I was even born. He Baptisted
me, married several of my family members, spoke at our funerals,
he was a saving grace to my daughter when her husband was killed
in a car accident. He has always been there for all of us! He was the
kindest man. I know he is going to be greeted by my parents in
heaven. Bless his sweet wife, and daughter/
husband/grandchildren. Our hearts are with you all.

Cyril Ryan - September 27, 2023 at 04:00 PM

When Tom would come to Ireland he was a legend Cyril Ryan clonmel


