Travis Don Holley

July 10, 1927 - December 1, 2016

A memorial service for Travis Don Holley, age 89 of Lubbock, Texas will be
held at 2:00pm on Monday, Dec. 5 at Sander’s Funeral Home with the Rev.
Lawrence Jones officiating. Family will receive friends immediately following.

Travis Don Holley was born July 10, 1927 in Vernon, Texas. Shortly after his
birth, his mother brought him home to Lubbock where he spent his entire life,
except for his years in military service. He died unexpectedly Thursday
evening, Dec. 1 at his Lubbock home with his devoted daughter at his side.

Travis spent his life in service to his country, his family, and his Savior, Jesus
Christ. He attended Lubbock High School, but dropped out at age 17 to join
the USMC, where he served in WWII as a flame-thrower at Iwo Jima, and as
an MP at Okinawa and Hawaii, where he also entertained troops with his
lilting voice and rhythm guitar, and boxed in the Welterweight division. He was
a hard-worker and craftsman, and provided for his family by setting tile in
many of Lubbock’s schools, hospitals, and residences. In his retirement he
built dozens of guitars for friends and family, many of which he gave away.
Until recently, he led AA groups for over 20 years, and is beloved by that
community.

Travis often expressed his love for Jesus Christ, and his undying gratitude for
God’s grace and forgiveness. He attended Tabernacle Baptist Church from



early childhood throughout most of his life, where he led the singing for many
years. In later years, he attended Westminster Presbyterian and Liberty
Baptist churches. Travis was a talented musician throughout his life, starting in
childhood with his brothers at local talent competitions. He was a loving
husband, and an adoring father and grandfather.

In 1952 Travis married Geneva Mendenhall in Clovis, New Mexico. They were
married for 25 years until her death in 1977. Later that year he married Sarah
Reneau Callaway in Lubbock. They were married for 32 years, until her death
in 2009.

In addition to his wives, Travis was preceded in death by his younger brother,
Charles Hardin “Buddy” Holley; parents, L.O. Holley, Ella Drake Holley; sister,
Patricia Kaiter; and nephew, Lee Weir. Survivors include his older brother,
Larry Holley; a daughter and son-in-law, David and Travetta Holley Johnson;
step-sons, David and Paul Callaway; a foster daughter, Glenda Jahnke;
granddaughters, Holly Lungwitz, Amelia Peterson, and Betsy Johnson; four
nieces, Sherry Holley Scales, Cindy Graves, Gina York, and Ingrid Kaiter; two
nephews, Eddie Weir and Randy Holley; and six great-grandchildren.

Travis requested memorials go to Liberty Baptist Church, 4023-34th St,
Lubbock, TX 79410.



Cemetery Details

Resthaven Memorial Park

5740 West 19th. St.
Lubbock, TX 79407
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Tribute Wall
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Sanders Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of Travis
Don Holley
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Sanders Funeral Home - December 05, 2016 at 10:35 AM

Thank you, Sanders Funeral Home and David Johnson for preparing
this.

Travetta Johnson - December 11, 2016 at 02:19 PM

I loved this. Travis wrote a special song for Kelly and my 40th wedding
anniversary, and played the guitar and sang it for our celebration. It
was the highlight of the day. He also composed a special song for
Kelly's 80th birthday, played the guitar and sang it at the big party. We
loved Travis. He was a good man.

Helen Reneau - December 11, 2016 at 08:33 PM

Saepe Expertus, Semper Fidelis, Fratres
Aeterni. Often Tested, Always Faithful, Brothers
Forever. Thank you Travis for your service to
this nation. U.S. Marine Corps, WWII.

Harry Simpson - October 04, 2022 at 03:20 PM



35 files added to the album Life Tributes

Sanders Funeral Home - December 05, 2016 at 10:15 AM

With Love, Doug and Sandi Banister purchased
the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Travis Don
Holley.

With Love, Doug and Sandi Banister - December 04, 2016 at
02:57 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Travis Don Holley.

December 03, 2016 at 10:32 PM
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