Virginia Ann Harris
December 17, 1930 - November 10, 2020

Services for Dr. Virginia Ann Butler Harris, 89, of Lubbock, will be at 1:00 p.m.
on Friday, November 20, 2020 in the Chapel of First Baptist Church in
Lubbock, Texas.

Virginia died early on the morning of Tuesday, November 10, 2020, after a
battle with Covid-19. Just two weeks earlier, she had been able to visit with
her son, Peter Harris. Before she passed on, her daughter and
granddaughter, Elizabeth Harris Willett and Hannah Willett, were also able to
visit her.

Virginia Ann Butler was born on December 17, 1930, in Pampa, Texas. Her
parents were Samuel Walter Butler and Dixie Virginia (Cullum) Butler. She
had a younger sister, Beth.

The Butler family moved to Lubbock in 1937 to provide educational
opportunities for their daughters. Virginia was Valedictorian of her Lubbock
High School graduating class of 1948.

Virginia graduated from Texas Tech University with a Bachelor's of Science in
Education in 1952, and became a 2nd grade teacher for the Lubbock
Independent School District. She continued in school and received a Master's
of Education in 1955. Just before graduation, she married Harold Harris on



July 16, 1955. The two had sat in adjacent rows in freshmen English class at
Tech. Their love stayed true for almost 62 years, until Harold's death on March
14, 2017.

Virginia left teaching to have her son, Peter Harris, on June 15, 1961. Her
daughter, Virginia Elizabeth Harris, followed on December 13, 1963. She
became a Nannah when Elizabeth's daughter, Hannah Elizabeth Willett,
joined the family on November 10, 2002.

Virginia returned to Texas Tech in the mid-1970s to bolster her elementary-
education credentials. Her professor pushed her to get a doctorate in
education, which she completed in 1980. Virginia worked as a professor of
elementary education at Tech in 1980-86; at Lubbock Christian University in
1986-87; and at Wayland Baptist University from 1987 to 2014. Her specialty
was developing reading skills in children.

Virginia was a member of First Baptist Church all of her life in Lubbock. For
over 50 years, she was a teacher of Sunday school for 2-3-year-olds. Often
she taught the children, or even the grandchildren, of her former charges. She
made many enduring friendships through the church, her job, and her
neighborhood. Many of Peter and Elizabeth's friends became her friends as
well.

Virginia's sister Beth died in 2004.
Survivors include her son, Peter Harris of Lubbock; daughter, Elizabeth Harris

Willett, son-in-law Edwin Willett, and granddaughter Hannah Willett, all of
Weatherford.



Previous Events

Funeral Service

NOV 20. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)

First Baptist Church of Lubbock
2201 Broadway
Lubbock, TX 79401



Tribute Wall
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Sanders Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of
Virginia Ann Harris

g

Sanders Funeral Home - November 19, 2020 at 04:22 PM

I loved Mrs. Harris. She was a great and kind person. She will be
missed by everybody who knew her and by others who just happen
to come in contact with her. She was always positive and never had
a negative thing to say about anybody.

Amy Curtis - November 23, 2020 at 08:30 PM

1 file added to the album Service

Sanders Funeral Home - November 20, 2020 at 05:58 PM



26 files added to the album Life Tributes

Sanders Funeral Home - November 19, 2020 at 04:21 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Virginia Ann Harris.

November 19, 2020 at 03:35 PM


https://www.sandersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sandersfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

