
William Baugh Cope
October 7, 1926 - December 17, 2019

William Baugh Cope was born in Lubbock on October 7, 1926 to Melvin
Russell Cope and Lena Mae Romig Cope, pioneer settlers who came to
Lubbock about 1910. Bill Cope went to be with our Lord the evening of
December 17, 2019. 

 

Bill graduated Lubbock High School as a star athlete in basketball, baseball
and track. Bill played basketball for Texas Tech where he graduated before
enlisting in the Army Air Corps, where he served as an aviation Cadet, Lt.
Commander, until the end of WWII. 

 

Bill Cope was a devoted and loving husband, father, grandfather and great-
grandfather. He married Theda Elizabeth Porter on December 10, 1946. Bill &
Theda settled in Brownfield, Texas where they raised their two daughters,
Susan & Risa. During this time Bill worked for the U.S. Public Health Service
as a microbiologist/bacteriologist, then became the business manager for the
Knox-Stone Clinic. 

 

Bill and Theda found a love for birdwatching so much so that in Bill’s lifetime
he has identified over 500 individual species of birds. Bill taught and gave his
family a love for world travel, an adventurous spirit, playing & watching sports,
how to appreciate home cooked meals. Most importantly, his legacy is that he
showed his family and friends by his actions, the way he spoke and the way



he loved, the importance of having a relationship with God. Bill valued time
spent with family around a table and thanked God for what He had provided. 

 

Bill was extremely proud of his West Texas heritage and considered himself
blessed to be a citizen of the United States, Texas and Lubbock. 

 

Bill Cope was preceded in death by his wife Theda of 62 years, his youngest
daughter Risa McFerrin, his grandson Jordan McFerrin. His loved ones are
his oldest daughter Rebecca Susan James, two grandchildren Amy McFerrin
and Adam McFerrin and his wife Courtney, his great-grandchildren, Kristin
Garcia, Grant McFerrin, Matthew & Levi Garcia, Lillian, Aubrey and Henry
McFerrin. 

 

Bill has special gratitude for his daughter Susan and her loving care during his
last years. He was also grateful for his friend Cheryl Tyler who cared for him
and his wife. 

 

Memorial service for William Cope will be January 5, 2020 4:00 p.m. at The
Club Independent Living Raider Ranch, 6548 43rd Street Lubbock, Texas. 

 

Charitable donations can be given to the Salvation Army in Lubbock Texas.



Cemetery Details

Miller Crematory

202 Avenue Q
Lubbock, TX 79415

Previous Events

Memorial Service

JAN 5. 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM (CT)

The Club Independent Living Raider Ranch
6548 43rd Street
Lubbock, TX 79407


